THE GREAT STATE

ministry freely.   In others they are supported by
a voluntary levy.   In others again some small en-
dowment exists.    Now, a great number of people,
including some of the most lively and public-spirited,
are in favour of complete establishment and uni-
form State endowment;  but the preacher of last
week, who voiced a vigorous minority, had pas-
sionately warned the people against the proposed
official union.   The price of just government was
alert criticism and eternal vigilance, and this criti-
cism had hitherto been encouraged by a vigorously
independent Church.    I have no notion how this
particular controversy will be settled, but it seems
possible for people to hold opposite convictions on
the subject of temporalities, and, indeed, on many
others, without breaking the bond of Christendom.
The Cathedral Church of All Saints was the old
Tudor structure of my childhood, but where was the
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings?
For there had been added a new Chapel towards the
east, a Council-room to the north, and I noticed
innumerable other alterations,  each  showing de-
cision and individuality.   These acts of " Vandal-
ism " are defended by the present architects, who
point to the audacities of style in successive periods
of the Middle Ages, a daring clash of individualities
and a supreme harmony.   It was as if a Great Peo-
ple, in regaining some secret spring of life, had
fulfilled the Unities by becoming as unconscious of
them as an athlete is unconscious of a good digestion.
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